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M E M O R A N D U M 
Department of Public Works 

To: Steve Pangelinan, Interim City Manager 

From: Tony Ndah, Acting Public Works Director 

Subject: Public Works Activity Report – December 2017 

Date: January 11, 2018 

 

Key Message 

Its winter time, which means that we’ll see rain and wind in our weather forecast.  Public Works staff 
continues to work hard to ensure the proper functioning of the City’s storm water pump stations and 
are actively clearing debris from the storm drain inlets.  Public Works staff have also been working 
hard to prune trees in the neighborhoods in anticipation of high winds and staff have been working to 
maintain the proper functioning of the City’s fleet and facilities.       
 

Accomplishments 

Staff from the Trees and Landscape maintenance division worked with West Coast Arborists, to 
complete block pruning in the Carnege, Falcato and Bixby tree maintenance zones.  
 
Utilities Engineering staff completed amendments to the Water Conservation Ordinance, which will 
go to council for approval on January 16, 2018.  Staff also completed the following work activities: 

 Submitted UCMR 4 Sampling dates and location to the Environmental Protection Agency; 

 Reviewed 6 recycled water plan, 4 of which were sent to DDW for approval, received 2 plan 
approvals from DDW.  

 Completed 9 Land Development plan reviews. 
 

Significant Incidents, Events, & Information 

The Streets Maintenance Division responded to a request from the Police Department to clear a 
transient encampment along Railroad Ave. Upon arrival, crews discovered a large excavation 
approximated 12'x12' and 10' in depth, with a wooden structure inside. Public Works staff spent the 
next two days removing debris and backfilling the hole.  
 
On December 25, 2017, the South Bay Aqueduct (SBA) pipeline developed a leak and was taken 
offline, requiring the shutdown of Santa Clara Valley Water District’s Penitencia and Rinconada water 
treatment plants.  This outage did not pose an immediate threat to the City, since staff were already 
running pumps at the Gibraltor Pump station.  The repair on the SBA was completed on December 31, 
2017, and utility operations staff were able to maintained service to the water system by continuing 
to use pumps and water supply from SFPUC. 
 

Training 

Vehicle Safety: Check, Inspect, Drive training was completed on December 14, 2017 
 
Pipeline Assessment Certification Program (PACP) Training on December 13 & 14, 2017 
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